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Foreword  
 
It is estimated that the demand for clean water in England alone will exceed supply by 
somewhere between 1.1 and 3.1 billion litres per day in the 2050s, "depending on the extent of 
climate change and population growth" (NAO). 
 
Supply is expected to decrease by 7 percent by 2045, due to drier weather expected under 
current climate change trends.  Less rain will lead to less ground and surface water, and the 
report warns that the UK will need to work hard to retain the right balance between meeting the 
demand and making sure that enough remains to protect the structure and biodiversity of the 
landscape. Regulators and all the major water companies are working together to find viable 
solutions for this problem. 
 
Without water we cannot build. Its availability is equally important on site as it is to our suppliers 
and manufacturers. As well as depending on water for our operations, we also impact water 
networks through the water we recycle and return to the environment from our project sites. 
  
With an increasing demand on a limited water supply, Morgan Sindall wishes to promote the 
minimisation of water use in all aspects of our business, offices and projects in order to conserve 
and secure water resources. 
 
This water policy aims to support national drives to conserve supply and reduce water usage 
across our operation.  We will seek to ensure the water footprint of our business, operations and 
the buildings we build, refurbish or maintain is sustainable.  It is projected that the amount of 
water in rivers and ground water reserves will decrease over time which could lead to shortfalls 
in water supply.  
 
In line with UN Sustainable Development Goal 6, Morgan Sindall recognises the need to ensure 
that the use of water is at sustainable levels and encourage water conservation. Morgan Sindall 
acknowledges the human right to clean water and sanitation and recognises the increasing 
worldwide scarcity and pressure on water resources, as well as pollution and flood risks. 
 
Morgan Sindall is committed to ensuring everyone’s safety, health, wellbeing and the provision 
of safe and healthy working conditions, including access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene. 
We report and review progress ensuring compliance with any associated legal and other 
requirements. This includes requirements for toilets, hot water for washing hands, drinking 
water, etc., which must all be in place on day 1 of each project commencing. 
 
 
Morgan Sindall Offices  
Approach to sustainable water management is to:  
 

› monitor and record water meters where arrangements allow; 
› reduce water consumption as far as possible through low cost/no cost measures, and 

optimise use of existing equipment, and  
› find opportunities for alternative water supply on Morgan Sindall facilities, such as rainwater 

harvesting.  
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Morgan Sindall – Client Support  
As a responsible contractor we will help and support our clients by sharing best practice and help 
to save water and money, in five key ways, by: 
 
› providing advice on saving water.  
› procuring water-efficient devices  
› retrofitting water efficiency kit  
› championing the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage systems (SUDS) as for site   
› Drainage; and 
› having an understanding of products which require water intensive processes to     

manufacture, install or operate and where it is our role, recommend and specify     products 
which take in to account the water, and thus carbon, footprint of the product.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New development opportunities 
Morgan Sindall’s approach is to:  
› build to the highest water standards as per RIBA Climate Challenge 2030 water     usage; and 
› support healthy land – use to avoid local flooding and avoid pollution to watercourses.  
 
 
Our Commitment  
Morgan Sindall will:  
› monitor the amount of water used where we can;  
› report and fix leaks at any of our projects and offices;  
› encourage employees to use water wisely;  
› incorporate water efficiency improvements into building refurbishment and responsive and 

planned maintenance works; and 
› champion the use of SUDS for drainage from the project. 
 
 
 

Offices  
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Morgan Sindall Responsible Business Working Group will:  

› ensure their decisions promote and maximise opportunities to improve sustainable 
water management; and 

› demonstrate leadership in sustainable water management in their activities and actions.  
 
 
Morgan Sindall employees will:  

› ensure they use water efficiently;  
› ensure they report any drips and leaks at Morgan Sindall projects & offices 

immediately; and 
› ensure they understand water as a finite resource and consider how their role can 

support the implementation of this policy. 
 
Reporting 
Morgan Sindall operate a decentralised business model and will progress this work via divisional 
sustainable water management plans that are monitored via the Responsible Business Forum. 
  
A quarterly review of progress will be carried out by the Responsible Business Working Group. 
  
The key actions for 2020/2021 are as follows:  

› to measure how much water is used by Morgan Sindall to establish a base line and to identify 
any improvements and efficiencies that can be made or to encourage the introduction of 
improved initiatives through discussions with landlords;  

› to Understand what proportion of our projects are installing SUDS or working on     priority 
outfalls;  

› to encourage Morgan Sindall employees and completed project end users to use water 
wisely by promoting sustainable water management; and 

› to better understand which products could be considered to require an unsustainable level 
of water in their manufacture, install or use.   

 
Review  
The Sustainable Water Policy will be reviewed every three years. 
 
Signed  
 

 
 
 
Graham Edgell  
Director of Sustainability and Procurement  
Version 2   8th July 2020 
 
 
 


